
 

A Happy  
New Year! 

“The year has ended, Christmas has come. The Son of God is born;  
peace and joy to everyone”  

 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Recently, Richard Dawkins, the world famous atheist and author of such books as the God 
Delusion, offered the following counsel: “Next time that somebody tells you that something is true, 
why not say to them: ‘What kind of evidence is there for that?’  And if they can’t give you a good 
answer, I hope you’ll think very carefully before you believe a word they say.” 
 
By the way … that also applies to people like professor Dawkins.  Just because he claims to be on 
the side of scientific … naturalistic “truth”, doesn’t exempt him from giving people evidence for 
what he believes.   
 
Sadly, however, is an even more serious failure to his statement above … namely that all too often 
believers are not prepared to give an answer to the “evidence” question, and we fail Peter’s 
admonition to: 

15“… keep the Lord Christ holy in your hearts. Always be ready to answer 
veryone who asks you to explain about the hope you have. 16But answer 
them in a gentle way with respect. Keep your conscience clear. Then people will see 
the good way you live as followers of Christ, and those who say bad things about 
you will be ashamed of what they said.” (1 Peter 3:15-16 - ERV) 

 
How can we do better? 
 
As we begin this new year, it is my fervent desire and prayer to be better equipped and prepared to 
give that “answer” to those who are seeking to know the truth.  And one way is to develop a 
“forensic faith”.   
 
Jim Wallace, in his book Forensic Faith, suggests that there are three “kinds” of faith: 
 

Unreasonable Faith – believing in something in spite of the evidence 
Blind Faith – believing in something without any evidence 

Forensic Faith – believing in something because of the evidence 
 

And boy … do we have an abundance of evidence: historically … archeologically … astronomically … 
prophetically.  So as we equip ourselves with this evidence, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, you 
and I can be “ready to answer everyone who asks you to explain about the hope you have”.  
 
There has never been a more critical time to be prepared to defend our faith and take a stand for 
truth.  As Jesus so clearly said: “I AM THE WAY … THE TRUTH … AND THE LIFE”.   
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace. 

Carl  


